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INDUCTIVE BIBLE-STUDIES.-SECOND SEEIES. 

[Copyright by.W. R, Harper, 188».] 

Forty Studies on the Life of the Christ, based on the Gospel of Mark. 

Edited by William B. Harper, Tale University, New Haven. 



STUDT I.— THE MINISTRY OF JOHN, MARK 1:1-8. 

Introdnctorjr Remarks. 1. The series of " Studies " of which this is the first, will include forty, all 
treating of the Life of the Christ, based on the Book of Mark. 

3. The plan herewith presented does not aim to present results, but to suggest an order of 
work which will secure results.* 

3. It is not Intended for professional scholars, but for students of whatever class who desire to 
study. 

Helps. 1. Any good commentary will be found serviceable. The following books are particu- 
larly recommended as helpful and inexpensive: 

1) Cambridge Bible for Schools, St. Mark, by G. F. Maclear, D. D., Macmillan & Co. (N. T.), 
75 cts. 2) Handbooks for Bible Classes, St. Mark, by T. M. Lindsay, D. D., Scribner & Wel- 
ford (N. T.), $1.00. (Latest.) 3) The Handy Commentary, St. Mark, by E. H. Plumptre, 
D. D., Cassell & Co. (N. T.), $1.00. 

2. For the harmony of the Gospels Christ in the OotpeJs by J. P. Cadman, M. A., Scribners' (N.T.), 

$1.50, will be found most useful. It weaves together the four Gospels into a consecutive 
narrative, while by an ingenious system of numbering it distinguishes each writer's con- 
tribution. It is especially valuable in the literary study of these books. 

3. A "Life of Jesus Christ" while not indispensable will afford much assistance in the 

"studies." The Life of Christ, hj^ev. J. Stalker, Scribner & Welf ord, 60 cts., is unsur- 
passed in real value by many larger works. The books of Farrar, Geikie and EUicott are 
helpful. The Life of Christ, by Dr. B. Weiss, Scribner & Welf ord (N. Y.), 3 vols., $9.00. is 
the latest and ablest work of German scholarship. It is a book for students. 

i. A good Bible Dictionary will aid wonderfully in this work. The American Tract Society's 
Dictionary of the Bible, $2.00, is recommended. Smith's Bible Dictionary is the standard 
work. It is published in its unabridged form by Houghton, Mifflin & Co. (Boston), i vols., 
$20. There are numerous abridgments. 

5. These "helps" must be rigidly held subordinate to the study and investigation of the text 
itself. The primary aim of these "studies " is to lead the student to do hie own work. 

0. It is understood that these " studies " are prepared on the basis of the Revised Version of the 
New Testament. The student will not permit himself to be without it even If he has no 
other help. It is better than any commentary. 



* It is proposed to furnish directions and suggestions as to the best methods of study as 
well as references to the best authorities on general and particular topics. The plan of the 
" studies," as well as the space allotted them, forbids the furnishing of any considerable amount 
of material. 
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The Old Testament Student. 



I. The Material Analyzed.* 

Bead carefully Mark 1 :l-8 and master the details of the following points : 

1. The Introduction {v. 1) ; 4. his popularity {v. 5) ; 

2. the O. T. Prophecy (vs. 2,3) ; 5. his dress and food (v. 6) ; 

3. John's coming (v. 4); 6. his testimony to the Christ (vs. 7,8). 

II. The Material Compared.! 



Compare the introduction (v. 1) with Mt. 
1:1; with Ik. 1:1-4; with John 1:1-5, Dob- 
serving the phrases Son of David (Mt.), Son 
of Ood (Mk.), OAicurately, in order (Lk.), be' 
ginning. Word (John), and 2) in a general 
way distinguishing the purpose and style 
of each writer. 

Passages referred to or parallel: 
1) Mai. 8:1; Isa. 40:3 (with vs. 2,3). Note 
differences In quotation. How explained ? 



2) Mt. 3:1-12. Read and classify additions 
under (a) place, (b) persons, (c) words of 
John. 3) Lk. 3:1-20. Make a similar classl- 
flcation of additional material under (a) 
time, (b) life of John, (c) words of John, (d) 
expectations of people, (e) O. T. quotations. 
4) Jolm 1:6-8,15,19-28. What light on (a) 
John's commission; (b) his conception of 
his work. 



III. The Material Explained. 

Preliminarv Note. The purpose here is to give help where it may be needed but principally by 
hints and questions to suggest to the student points which may profitably be investigated. 

1. TEXTUAL TOPICS AND 



1) V. 1. What event begins the Christ's min- 
istry? 
" Jesus Christ: meaning of each word; 
the union. Of Jesus Christ 1. e. 
"about him." 
" Son of God: what light on the belief 
of the early Christians about Jesus ? 
3) Vs.2,S. In Isaiah, etc.: but the quotations 
are from two writers. How explain? 
No other direct quotations by Mark 
fromO. T. Why? 
'* Original application of this proph- 
ecy ? Its fitness here ? 



QUESTIONS.t 

3) v. 4. Wilderness: where? Mt. 3:1; Lk. 3:3. 

" BepentdTOce; two elements in it? 

4) T. 5. Country of Judea... Jerusalem: how 

distinguish ? 

5) V. 6. Locmts: cf. Lev. 11:21. Wild honey: 

1 Sam. 14:35; Ps. 81:16. 

6) V. 7. Stoop doum and unloose: (1) for what 

purpose ? (2) A servant's duty. (3) 
Note the vivid detail of Mk. Cf . par- 
allels. 

7) T. 8. Baptized: significance of the past 

tense ? 
" Holy Ghost: of. John 3:5; Acts 3:4. 



2. GENERAL TOPICS.? 

Gospel. (V. 1.) (1) Primary meaning of the word; (2) its use in the N. T. ; 
cf. Lk. 9:6; Acts 14:21 ; Eom. 1:16 (preach-the-gospel, i. e. gospelize), i. e. 
"the spoken message;" — Eom. 1:1,9; 1 Cor. 4:15; Phil. 4:3; i. e. "the 
act of preaching;"— 2 Cor. 4:3; Gal. 2:2; 2 Tim. 2:8; i. e. "a body of 



* By the "material" is meant the passage In the Book of Mark which forms the basis of the 
present " study." In the five processes of analysis, comparison, explanation, organization and 
application, the " material " ought to be thoroughly mastered. 

t Here the passage in Mark is to be studied In the light of other parts of the Scriptures which 
contain matter that is parallel or is likely to throw light upon it. Let all points in which these 
other passages differ from the " material" in Mark or make additions to it or otherwise help in 
its study, be carefully noted, 

J The attention is here fixed upon the explanation of the text— the words, phrases, clauses 
and verses of the " material." At the close of this part of the work the student should have a 
clear understanding of everything contained in the passage itself. 

§ Subjects are presented in the study of the " material " in Mark which take a wider range 
and often require study which extends beyond the passage Itself. Such "general topics" 
receive attention here. Those of the most Importance are printed in larger type and should 
first receive attention. While all are helpful, only that part of the work should be undertaken 
which can be mastered. 
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truth," "formulated statements." (3) Examine other passages. Observe 
the approach to its use for the records of the Christ. (4) Its meaning here ? 

8) Ufe of John. (1) Make a brief outline of (a) circumstances of the birth and early life of John 
(cf . Lk. 1:5-25; 57-80), noting his priestly deseeut, expectations concerning him, his desert 
life; (b) events of the period of his popularity; (c) his after life (Mk. 6:17; Matt. 14:5-13). 
(2) Other Johns in the N. T.? 

3) The Preaching of John. (1) Read carefully all that is recorded of his preaching and distinguish 

In it the practical (moral) element (Lk. 3:10-14), and the ideal (Messianic) element (vs. 7,8). 
Observe the relation of the two elements— how John urges moral reformation because 
of the coming Christ. Cf. Matt. 3:7-12. (2) What light is thrown upon (a) the moral state 
of the times, cf. Lk. 3:10-14; and (b) the popular expectation as to the Christ, cf . Lk. 3:15; 
and (c) the character of the expected Christ, as personal, righteous, judicial, gracious, 
present, etc., cf. v. 7; Matt. 3:12; John 1:26. (3) Results of his preaching in (a) a great 
national reformation (v. 6; cf. Mt. 11:7, addressed to (Jalileans); and (b) the quickening 
of right Messianic expectations; cf. Mt. 11:12; John 1:29-42. 

4) The Baptism of John. (1) Hemembering that it was (a) administered once for all to each per- 

son, and (b) intended for all the people, decide as to its origin, how far it was original with 
John (cf. Mk. 11:30), whether related to Levitical washings (of. Ex. 29:4; Lev. 8:6), or the 
revival of a prophetic symbol (cf. Isa. 1:16; Ezek. 36:25; Zech. 13:1), or according to the 
custom of proselyte baptism. (2) In view of vs. 5,8 and parallels, John 1:26; 3:23, etc., 
determine the form of his baptism, whether by immersion or otherwise. (3) As to its 
siflni^ance observe (v. 4) the expressions " o/ repentance " (cf. Mt.3:ll)and "unto reroig- 
ston," and consider whether it was regarded as a means or a sign of complete reforma- 
tion, or as the symbolic beginning of a new moral life and introductory to the Messianic 
era; cf . John 1:25,26. 

5) The Character and Work of John. (1) What elements of strength and weak- 

ness in the personal character of John? Cf. vs. 4,6; Mt. 3:7; 14:3,4; Lk. 
3:19 ; John 3:27-30; Mt. 11:2,8, etc. (2) His character as a prophet as dis- 
closed (a) in his outward life (vs. 4,6; Lk. 1:15,80; cf. 2 Kgs. 1:8; Zech. 
13:4) ; (b) in the prediction, Lk. 1:76 ; (c) in the phrase (Lk. 3:2) the word of 
the Lord came; cf. 1 Sam. 15:10; Jer. 1:2; Hos. 1:1; Joel 1:1, etc.; (d) in 
in his preaching, moral and Messianic; cf. Isa., Jer., etc.; (e) in his rela- 
tions with Herod ; cf . 2 Sam. 12. (3) Compare John with Samuel in per- 
sonal and official character and activity; with Elijah, cf. Mai. 4:5 ; Mt. 17: 
11-13. (4) Note Jesus' estimate of John. Lk. 7:24r-28. (5) Wherem was 
he more than a prophet ? 

IT. The Material Organized. 

1. Consider now the material thus far collected, and select certain general heads 

under which it may be classified; e. g. 1) persons, 2) places, 3) quotations, 
4) institutions, 5) habits and customs, 6) events, 7) important words, 8) 
teachings, 9) literary data.* 

2. Go through the "study" and note down under each head everything which 

belongs properly to it, indicating in each case the chapter and verse which 
furnished the item.f 

3. Condense the material into the briefest possible statement,! i. e. : 
1) Read each verse, and write out in briefest possible form its thought ; e. g. 

V. 1, the beginning of the gospel. v. 3, he shall cry, " Make ready the way 

V. 2, a messenger shall prepare the way of the Lord." 

for the Christ. v. 4, John comes baptizing and preaclilng 

• The student should be provided with one or more blank-books, divided according to the 
topics here indicated. 

+ The student may Umit himself In this work to the material in Mark, or he may include all 
the material which he may have gathered. 

t This Idnd of work is seldom done; and yet It is the crowning part. If left undone, nine- 
tenths of the profit to be gained from the study is lost. 
*4 
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V. 5, people flock to him and accept his v. 7, he preaches of one to come, his 

teaching. superior. 

V. 6, John's dress and food. v. 8, who is to do a mightier work. 

3) Study the connection of these verses, and again write out the thought of those which may 
be joined together ; e.g.: 

vs. 3,3, O. T. Prophecy that a herald shall proclaim the coming of the Christ, 
vs. 4-8, John appears as a religious leader, attracts multitudes, lives as a prophet, speaks of one 
to follow him, his superior in person and work. 

3) Now join together v. 1, vs. 3,3, and vs. 4-8, and thus obtain the real idea of the entire pas- 
sage; e.g.: 

Jesns Christ's ministrf begins with the ministry of John, who in his person, work, and words 
fnlfiUs the prophecy of the herald of the Christ. 

4) Finally, test all this by reading once more vs. 1-8, and deciding whether the condensation 
thus arrived at is, in general, correct. 

V. The Material Applied.* 

1. The Ascetic Life. Cf. vs. 4,6; Lk. 1:15-17,80. What elements of strength 

and of weakness in such a life ? 

2. EiGHTEOUSNESS. 1) Under the inspiration of what belief did John preach 

reformation to the people? Cf. Mt. 3:12. 2) The Gospel principle and 
ground of morality. Cf. Col. 3:1-4. 3) Need of an ideal basis for practical 
morality. 

3. Humility. 1) Manifested by John. 2) A source of insight in him, cf. John 

3:27-30. 3) An element of power in all character. 



STUDY II.— THE PEEPARATION OF THE CHRIST. MAEK 1:9-13. 

[In tailing up each new " study," let the preceding one be reviewed.] 

Besume. I. Give a brief account of the movement inspired by John. 3. Its characteristics. 
3. John's work as complete and independent. 4. John's work as incomplete and a prepa- 
ration. 5. Conditions of its final success. 

I. The Material Analyzed. 

Examine carefully Mark 1:9-13, and note the following points : 

1. The journey of Jesus and his Bap- 4. to the Wilderness (v. 12); 

tism (v. 9) ; 5. his stay and three-fold experience 

2. the Vision (v. 10) ; there (v. 13). 

3. the Voice (v. 11) ; 

II. The Material Compared. 

1. The Baptism. 1) Mt. 3:13-17. Observe (a) feeling and words of John (v. 14); (b) reply of 

Jesus (V. 15); (c) other verbal differences (vs. 16,17). 

3) Lk. 3:21,33. Note (a) the circumstances of the baptism; (b) Jesus after baptism (v. 31); 
(c) the Spirit's appearance (v. 33). 

3) John 1:33-34. Note (a) the abiding of the Spirit; (b) the oracle to John (v. 33); (c) the tes- 
timony of John (vs. 32,34). 

2. The Temptation. 1) Mt. 4:1-11. Remark (a) the Spirit's purpose (v. 1); (b) condition of Jesus 

(v. 3); (c) order of events (vs. 3,11); (d) names given to Satan (vs. 1,3); (e) details of the 
temptation (vs. 3-10). 
3) Lk. 4:1-13. Note (a) spiritual state of Jesus (v. 1); (b) additional details (vs. 5,6,13). 



*The purpose and meaning of the " material " is to be brought into relation with the per- 
sonal and social life of the present. What is the teaching of the passage for to-day V Thus the 
student should aim to apply not a word here and there, or a verse here and there, but the great 
facts, the prominent ideas of the passage as a whole. Only the briefest hints of application can 
be suggested to be worked out in detail according to the time and inclination of the student. 



